America.  Who are we anyway?  The Land of Opportunity or the Great Satan?  A beacon of hope and liberty to all the world or the greatest danger to our planet?

The American journey, this great experiment, has created a complicated, often schizophrenic, existence for us – what could be called “A House Divided.”  Our history books ignite our love for our heroes and celebrate our glorified past, and in our hearts we cradle a deep understanding that the principles upon which we were founded are indeed pure and just and good.

Yet, in living our lives, we come to realize that our story is not entirely rosy.  We can’t escape our history of harming others in order to claim our land, matters of race have repercussions still, and our heroes have turned out to be all too human.

Does this mean that we’re something less than good?  How can that be, when people continue to risk their lives in order to join us or to be like us?  Well, does that mean that we’re the purest of the pure, then?  Hardly.  We’re clearly something in between – at times celebrated and at times castigated.

Students were asked to display their interpretation of our history’s duality in this exhibit.  You’ll find the good, the bad, and the ugly here.  Please join us in this exploration as we try to better understand who we are.
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